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TOPIC/SUBJECT OF Study Visit to Parliament of India
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METHODOLOGY

Field visit with a guided tour of both houses of Parliament and
the historic Central Hall.
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Photo and PRIDE, Lok Sabha Secretariat’s facebook post about the visit.
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Study visit to Parliament of India from History
Department of Sri Venkateswara College, Delhi
LIniversity.
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4. Parliament Visit Report

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY EXCURSION REPORT

Date: 25" November, 2022.

On the 23™ of November, 2022, a group of over fifty students from the three odd semesters of the
Department of History went to visit the Parliament House where we were accompanied by Professor
Dr. Ningmuanching. The group were hosted by the Parliamentary Research and Training Institute for
Democracies (PRIDE) represented by Mr Daniel Peshai, currently serving at the Lok Sabha Secretariat
who escorted them inside the premises after a thorough and rigorous security check where all electronic
gadgets were withheld. As per the Covid guidelines which are still operational inside the house, such
visits can only be conducted when the chambers of the Parliament are not in session.

The students were first taken to the Lok Sabha- the Lower House or the House of the People and
thereafter to the Rajya Sabha- the Upper House of the Council of States where the students were
enlightened about the importance of both these houses and other significant details like the strength and
composition of the house, presiding officers, mode of election, seating arrangements and the recently
adopted technological infrastructure to ease voting for and against bills or resolutions by members of
the house. The issues discussed were far-ranging and touched upon the minutest of things like the
reasons for using the iconic red and green carpets in the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha respectively and
the translation of speeches from vernaculars to the official languages of the house- Hindi or English.
The group was thereafter led to the historic Central Hall, through the lawns and corridors of the
Parliament which were donned with paintings and statues of the luminaries who had guided India and
its destiny. Unlike the two houses, where the students were seated in their respective public galleries,
they were directly led into the Central Hall which besides its current usage as a chamber for Joint
Sessions during the Presidential Address, visits by foreign dignitaries and other special occasions had
a historic role in housing the Constituent Assembly who had met eleven times between 9" December
1946 to 26™ November 1949 to draw up India’s Constitution in this hall. The historic significance of
this chamber stirred up students to enquire about events that defined the spirit of the house like Bhagat
Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt’s heroic deeds of dropping bombs in the then Central Legislative Council
in 1929 or the heroic resistance offered by our security forces during the 2001 attacks on the Parliament.
Fascinated by the inverted fan dotting the Central Hall, they also expressed keen interest about the fate
of this complex once the new Parliament is inaugurated. Besides these, the students also asked about
the methods of recruitments to the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats.

After a brief round of refreshments, the students were led to the Parliament Library which besides
commanding a huge impressive stock of literary material like books, parliamentary proceedings, bills
and acts even before independence, journals, magazines also housed a copy of the original Constitution
of India. However due to works of renovation, the staff were unable to showcase them to the students.
The tour ended with two documentaries being screened, the first in English touching upon the process
of the Constitution-making and the second in Hindi that awed the students with images and artist”
impressions of the new Parliament building and the architectural concepts that are so deeply-rooted in
India’s past and ethos.

It was therefore a highly enjoyable and educative afternoon for the students of whom some even
expressed their wish to visit again soon but then as elected representatives! The temple of democracy
thus succeeded in facilitating the young minds to dream big who would one day take the nation to even
greater heights.

Written by Arya Lahiri, Semester III- BA (H) History, Sri Venkateswara College.
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CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that a visit to Parliament of India was successfully conducted
on 23/11/2022 from 02:00 pm to 05:00 pm by the Department of History

in the Offline mode and its event report has been submitted to IQAC for records.

oG faanrdipator Principal

Sri Venkateswara College PRINCIPAL
(Unlversity of Delhi) Sri Venkateswara co
Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi-110021

VAN D e
Event In-Charge
lHege

(University of Delhj
Dhaula Kuan, thw Derhi-% 10021
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